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Applicant's election with traverse of claim 2-6 in the reply filed on 6/10/04 and 
10/12/04 However, Applicant's argument regarding the predicted search strategies of 
the Examiner is not deemed persuasive given that a method ( e.g. claims 11-15) is a 
separate statutory class and is not constrained by the physical limitation of a means 
plus function claim as elected in claims 2-4, and thus the search can be more 
expansive. The requirement is made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Revashetti 

et al. 

The preamble successfully integrates the items recited into the body of the claim. Thus, 
the recitation of "search parameters" in the preamble is read as the "key" that matches 
the pattern specified by the product signature col. 11, 48-57 and thus is deemed 
sufficiently integrated with the body of the claim to constitute a limitation. Accordingly, 
Revashetti discloses an information presentation device 210 in which a user terminal on 
a network 208 that retrieves products or services comprising: 
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accepting means for accepting a selection of a product or service that is included in said 
products or services that were retrieved( is read as the active host program which goes 
into the client computer 208 to accept the product data on the HD of the computer 208); 
and parameter storage means for storing the search parameters for the selected 
product or service as a candidate for purchase (read as inventory database 212 which 
through detection software detects a product on the client computer), together with user 
identification information that identifies said user terminal (analysis is particular to a 
given computer col. 6 lines 61-63 and hence inherently must include identification of the 
client computer 208). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Revashetti et al. in view of Welsh et al. 

Revashetti et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed as set forth above with 
respect to claim 2, but not with respect to the limitations of claims 3 and 4. 
However, Welsh et al. does disclose does disclose user request accepting means for 
accepting user reference requests from first group of computer terminals on said 
network (predictive content system 700 and expert 1206 accepts by monitoring 
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reference requests e.g. click stream decisions); Welsh et al. further disclose user 
reference request parameter providing means for extracting from said parameter 
storage means a first user identification information identifying said first user terminals 
that have selected a first product as a candidate for purchase that is provided by an 
administrator of a provider terminal included in said first computer terminals (PID 
associates a user with a subset of content categories, content manager matches 
content choices with the PID see col. 13), and search parameters that each of said first 
user terminals has set to said first product, and providing them to said provider terminal 
( based on this association, content system 700 presents a selection of content choices 
to the user col. 8, 62 et seq.) Welsh et al. further disclose information setting means 
(PID database 1104 col. 12 line 39) for receiving from said provider terminal the 
designation of user identification information included in said first user identification 
information provided to said provider terminal, and product information settings for said 
designated user identification information (PID obviously includes settings of product 
information in order to be mapped to see col. 8 line 52); product information storage 
means for storing said designated user identification information (read as the PIDI data 
base which also receives the PID data where I indexes a profile), and presentation 
means (read also as the content system 700 which presents a selection of content 
choices to the user) for receiving a purchase candidate reference request from a 
designated user terminal identified by said designated user identification information 
Regarding the extracting device portion of claim 4, the indentifier PIDI is referenced to a 
a product information set and the user it reads on the extraction functions and these 
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users identified by the suffix I are or can be presented as a group given the old and 
notorious use of a sorting function in computers. It would be obvious to modify the 
system of Revashetti et al with the grouping feature of Welsh et al. as described above, 
the motivation being the ability to categorized groups of users or people who like a 
certain product for ease in mass marketing. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to PRIMARY 
EXAMINER Joseph A. Fischetti at telephone number (703) 305-0731 . 




